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[ 3 ] 


Jonun VIII. 3. 


De Scribes and Phariſees brought 
unto him a woman taken in adul- 
tery — 


H E whole ſtory of this woman, 
with ſome circumſtances leading to 
it, beginning at the laſt verſe of the 


preceding chapter, and ending with 
v. 11. of this, is, on the one hand, wantin 
in ſo many of the antient records of this goſ- 
pel — in the old Syriac verſion — in ſome . 
copies of other verſions — in many copies of 
the original — is branded with a mark of ſpu- 
riouſneſs in others; and is not acknowledged 
by ſo many of the primitive fathers — And, 
on the other hand, 1s ſupported by the poſi- 
tive atteſtation and evidence of ſo many other 
antient fathers, copies, and verſions of i 
note, in which the paſſage is found, and re- 
tained as 2 2905 the OY for, 
and inſt it, are ſo nearl ual, as u 
wa 2 04 both together, ts * it oy 
difficult to determine which preponderate: 
Inſomuch that the learned have ever been, 
and ſtill are, in much doubt, and even much 
divided about its authenticity. 5 

A 2 There 


4 

There is no one entire paſſage, of ſuch a 
length, in all the new teſtament, to ſay nothi 
of the old, concerning which the records o 
antiquity differ ſo much, and leave us under 
ſuch uncertainty : Nor hath any ſatisfactory 
account been given, how theſe differences 
have happened; nor any attempt, that I know - 
of, made to reconcile - or finally to de- 
termine, with any preciſion, whether the 

is to be retained, or rejected. | 

Such an attempt therefore, however it may 
ſacceed, will, it is to be hoped, be the more 
pardonable ; and, I truſt, not unſuitable to 
this audience. | 


To this end, I thall premiſe ſome conſide- 
rations, to aſſiſt us in forming a judgment 
about various readings in general. Which, 


Secondly, I ſhall apply to reconcile the 
differences, and clear up the doubts, con- 
— the paſſage before us in particular. 
Luaſtly, I ſhall deduce ſome farther uſes, 
and improvements, which may be made of 
the various readings of both old 'and new 
teſtament; from the obfervations and reafon- 
ings, which I am going to lay down con- 


cerning them. 


It hath been the unanimous with of learn- | 
ed men, to fix and aſcertain the text of fcrip- | 
ture; and reduce it to one invariable ſtan- 

| 1 "2 Wn. - 


to uſe their utmoſt diligence, in collecting — 
various readings ; - 8 a view; Tach act 
of reſtoring the integrity of it. 
this; that the true text could be but one; 22 
that, where different occur, all but that 
one muſt needs be ſpurious : though from the 
beſt canons of criticiſm which have been laid 
down, and all the other helps which could be 
obtained, it hath hitherto the {kill of the 
ableſt critics, indiſputably to fix on that read- 
ing, which is the genuine, in preference to the 
others: Many of which ſeem to bid equally 
fair; to be as well ſupported ; and to contain a 
ſenſe equally good and agrecable to the analogy 
of faith: And while men claim a right of pri- 
vate ju „it is next to impoſſible there 
ſhould be fuch a harmony in the learned 
world, as that one and the fame reading ſhould 
be be agreed to invariably throughout. As this is 
not practicable, at leaſt not likely; ſo neither 
r e 718 font omen A ee 


Kiſer get the en of all others, in the following 
= which hitherto. been as readily granted him, as 


he was confident it would — Deinde pono, ( gued facile mibi 
conceſſum tri ſpero) ex omnibus variantibus lectionibus haci alicayus 
unam tantam necefſario oſs veram, five d primo Abri ancbore 
profetam ; reliquas vero aliunde in textum irrepffe, o& proinde 
1 res damnandas effe. 

- - . Kuſteri pref, ad N. T. Milli. 


fince 


ſince the ſame end may poſſibly be obtained, in 
a good meaſure at leaſt, if not more effectually, 
another way. | u Mn. 

With the moſt profound veneration then for 
the ſacred oracles of truth, and with all due 
deference to the judgment of learned men; 
in order the better to aceount for, and recon- 
cile the various readings of the ſcriptures; to 
remove the ſcruples of ſome concerning them; 
to aſcertain, and even enlarge the text of ſcrip- 
ture, without weakening, I , its authority ; 
I ſhall offer the following conſiderations. 

The reaſonings of learned men have hitherto 
been founded upon the ſuppoſition of only one 
original of each book of holy ſcripture : I ſhall 
beg leave to ſuppoſe there might have been 
more ; and ſhall offer ſome proofs of it. 

I would ſuppoſe farther, that there might not 
have been the moſt exact correſpondence between 
the ſeveral originals ; the grounds of which ſup- 
poſition will appear in ſome inſtances of conſi- 
derable differences, as I apprehend them to be, 
between the originals themſelves ; yet ſuch as 
do not in the leaſt affect the analogy of faith. 

Firſt then, with regard to the ſuppoſition of 
two, or more originals, to conſider the matter 
merely in a human view, and unbelievers will 
not conſider it in any other; if we enquire into 
the cuſtom of our own times, and the preſent 
practice, in transferring of 7 and in 
many other caſcs, though but of a private and 
Civil nature; where inſtruments, or records of 
any conſequence are neceſſary to be made; and 


eſpecially 


WW. 

eſpecially if ſeveral * ies are concerned in 
chem; nothing, we know, is more common, 
for the greater ſecurity both of them, and of 
the rights conveyed by them, the readier in- 
9 .— and information, and the mutual veri- 
cation of each other; than the making of two 
originals, duplicates, or counterparts, as they 
are called; and which comes nearer to the caſe, 
this is ſometimes now done in works of litera- 
ture; but was very often done, before the in- 
vention of the art of printing; which hath ren- 
dered ſuch a precaution at preſent in à great 
meaſure needleſs; unleſs we ought rather to ſay, 
that an author, by printing his work, doth in 
effect but make ſuch a number of originals 
4+ "6th | "00 
Now if we confider the great and univerſal 

importance of the ſacred records of holy ſcrip- 
ture; the general intereſt of mankind" in = 
due ation of them; their extenfive uſe 
for the f and more effectual propagation 
of the — 1 ; the preſſing need Le. ney) 
there would be for | ping among the firſt con- 
verts of all nations; it is natural, it is . 
to ſuppoſe, that as many copies o 
2 the — 4 works of the miniſtry would 
admit of, ſhould be made out, both by the ſa- 
cred writers themſelves, and by others copying 
from them, under their inſpection; and for 
their greater ſanction, having their copies colla- 
ted and authenticated by them. And we are 
not altogether without evidence, that this 'in 
truth was the caſe, 3 
; b 


[8] 
We are aſſured by the concurrent 
of many of the fathers, that St. 2 
F ro-chal- 
daic, which was then the vulgar lang guage of 


the eus in Paleſtine. It was tranſlated into 
Greck, either by himſelf, or one of the 
or at leaſt by — perſon. He is by 
ſome ſuppoſed to have written his goſpel 2 
nally in Greek, as well as Hebrew: But 
whether orig mall written, or tranſlated into 
Greek, this = was in that language admit- 
ted into the canon of ſcripture, by the primitive 
church; and hath been received as authentic, 
the whole catholic church ever ſince. Here 
have been, what may juſtly be reckoned, 
two originals or this goſpel ; which were both 
extant t for ſome centuries ; though one 
of them been ſince loſt. * 

St. Mark is {aid to have written his goſpel al at 
Rome, as he had collected it from the preac 
of St. Peter *; and ſoon after, to have carri 
it with him into Egypt, leaving behind him at 
Rome an original. or 2 25 
uſe of the caring there ©; at w 


Ce Alters Do proved, tha St. Mo 
thew's Hebrew goſpel was preſerved to 8 time of Fpiphanias, 
and St. res fol rotor agen and t ribed it 
| und mentions it as diſtinet from the goſpel to the Hebrews. Catal. 
eccl, And yet others will not allow he ever ſaw it; and 
wi babe it, thut he confounded both together. 

V. Grot. in Matt. F. Simon crit. hiſt. c. 7, 8. 

b Vide Euſeb. ecc. hiſt. lib. 2. cap. a c. ul. 
lib. 6. c. 14. | 
e Hieronym. catal. ſcript. ecc!, 


deſire 


1 

— —ů n 
| in latin. . 

— foe Wea” af which ſhall 
be produced hercafter, we may be induced to 
think, that there were two of St. 
's goſpel likewiſe. Euſcbius informs us, that 
_ reviſed the other goſpels, 
own; as an appendix to them. St. Ferom 
teſts ne And we farther learn from 
Photius this very remarkable circumſtance ; 
that the evangeliſt made his reviſal of them 
in ſeveral different languages; and that he diſ- 
poſed them in their proper order; harmoni- 
zed, and corrected them by each other. 
aan —— — — 


A 

a umb this may: the the very DEB. gpg hl to be written 
by St. Mark, with his own hadd, ſtill extant, and kept at St. 
Mark's church i in Venice. Some think they « can diſcover, from 
ſome of the characters of this MS, which is on all hands allowed 
to. de very ancient, that it was written in latin, ACN cect 
con's anciq , of Il. | 

b Eccl. hiſt, lib, 3. cap. 14. 
1 Catal. in 8 Joban. 

d a eg ven, a cu — 
Tv Rarere way T1 xoy Naefhars, 4 dvi, ryret ane re 
vH AkAHee Nara: 1 2 our ewes, 1 ir ire . 
eis Weary [Wren ve ere g Phot. Bibl. cod. 254: 

Theſe Als. Yer muſt have been, the Greek, the Syro- 
chaldaic, and probably the fimple Syriac ; into which language 
— firſt verſion that we know of was made, ſo early, in the opinion 

of ſome, as.in the apoſtolic age ; and this e ſeems to yield 
a preſumptive proof of it. Some think St. Jabs not only reviſed 
the goſpels, but ſettled the whole canon of the new teſtament : 
And could that be proved, there would be a ſecond original of 

book of it. But I do not ſee ſufficient grounds for ſuch a 
concluſion : And if that had really been the caſe, I think the 
whole N. T. could hardly fail of being immediately received 


altogether on ſuch an authority. | 
| | ſions, 


and added his 


(ie 
fions, as well as the ſeveral | before 
him: His copies therefore of each were of 
coutſe authemicared by him. 01 

We are told, R hagiee-i Beal 
and his y, went through the cities of 
, and Cilicia, they delivered them the decrees 
to keep, that were ordained of the apoſtles and 
elders, aohich avere at Ch. xv. 24. 
and were contained in the epiſtle ſent to An. 
zach, v. 30. There were as 
authentic of this 1 
cities to which they were delivered. 
See eee eee dap 
one of moſt of St. Paul's epiſtles ;- which were 
for the uſe of more churches than we 
find them directed to. The epiſtle to the Coloſ- 
uns is exprefly ordered by the le to be 
„ po that from 
Laadicea to the Colofhans. * We ſee no epiſtle 
now itſcribed to the Laodrceans : That to the 
E is ſuppoſed to be the ſame with it; and 
| eG was ſent to the Laodiceans, 
written by St. Paul himfelf, or one of his ama- 
nuenſes: For this ſeems to have been a circular 
epiſtle, like that to the firſt ſeat. to 
Epbeſus, the chief city of Ana, from thence to 
be circulated to the other churches of that pro- 
vince.” Hence it was directed, not only to 


1 Col. iv. 16. V. Ham. in loc. 

b t is natural enough to conceive, het an ce u de 
Weser, by the churches themſelves making tranſcripts bf it, 
and paſſing eicher the original or a tranſcript from. the one to 
the other. And rhis probably was ſometimes done,” Bat it will 
rigs ater ener nents. 

when 


1 ww — 


de 
ir, 
to 
ri 
te, 
en 


GG 


prehend all the churches in that re- 
to the firſt epiſtle in- 
hs meme as 


Werne f 
of an epiſtle in the ſeveral churches, for the uſe of which it was 

more —— 4 defigned : Eſpecially conſidering the many 

writings, which in the firſt ages of chriſtianity, were 

c te tames of he apoſtles, And even in the former 

is to be confidered, that many of thoſe, who prefided over 

churches in the apoſtolica] age, were _ extraordinarily en- 


| dowed by the Holy Ghoſt; under whoſe iaſpection, therefore, 


whatever copies were taken would become authentic. Such was 
Timothy my of Epbe/us at the time this epiſtle was written to 
that church, | 

4 The iefcriprien of Ads einne d the d een win,” 6 
«yu rag an, Without 1s Epos: Whienee ir inn lngurions 
_— of Arch-Bp Uſer's, that this was a circular letter a, 
JED that therefore it was put r ej . . Is thoſe hs 

2 . without mentioning where; that the name of each 
city 6 which e copy of ie yras to de ſeat might be inſerted ; but 
that as Epheſus was the metropolis, it retained the name of that 
city ; and that Marcion having met with a copy filled up with 
the name of Laedicea, he cited it under that title, as we fee by 
Tertallian : For this was indifferent to him. 

I an. 64. p. 680, And Tillem. ecel. mem. u. 79. on 


e 1 


B 2 Friortu- 


[ 12] 
Fortunatus, and Achaicus, and Timotbeus. What? 
employ four perſons to carry a ſingle letter l ſo 
diſtinctly enumerated too! They muſt ſurely 
have had each a in charge, to ſo 
different churches ; from which the three for- 
mer had been lane; and in the government of 
vrhich they ſeem, from ch. n to have 
had ſome ſhare reſpecti 
 Polycarp, in his own epiſtle to the Philig- 

, mentions St. Paul's having written 
epifiles to them, though it was never known 


-< ae 17. compared with 9 10. it ſeems 
moſt likely, that Timothy did not accompany the other three, in 
their return to Corinth : but that he had been ſent before to viſit 
other churches in his way thither. Hence Theodoret concludes, 
he was ſent without an epiſtle: To reconcile which with the 
ſubſcription, we muſt ſuppoſe a copy, when ready, was dif- 
patched after him, which it was proper he ſhould have by the 
time of his arrival, to deliver as his credentials, being expreſly 
recommended in it. Ch. xv1. 10, 11. Some of St. Pas/'s other 
epiſtles are ſaid to be ſent by more than one, and others of them 
by many different perſons, in ſome copics. As we find the ſame 
ſons often employed for this purpoſe, it hence appears, that 
- ſacred writers had their tabellarii, or ſpecial gers to 
convey their writings by., In the laſt- cited author we often 
meet with them under the appellation of Alge, re, rec 
n: Whence Phele, by whom the epiſtle to the Romans was 
ſent, hath the title of Tys Algzo from which title this ſeems 
to have been a part of the deacon and deaconels's office; and 
from the whole it appears that they were perlons of ſome pub- 
lick character, as well as approved fidelity, to whom this ſacred 
truſt was committed, Agreeably hereto we find, that in the 
| ſucceeding age thoſe who did the work of evangeliſts, by preach- 
ing the faith of Chriſt to nations who had not heard of him, 
had the writings of the goſpels likewiſe in charge to deliyer to 
them. Ex/eb. eccl. hiſt, Ib. 3, cap. 37. The primitive SED 
of 1 did not travel into diſtant countries ſor the pro- 
gation of it, without proper credentials 3 nor particularly, 
- copies of the ſacred writings which they could warrant 
to be — bs 


% r fv 1G 
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[23] 


e dete more than one: But as there were 


ſeveral biſhops, Phil 1. 1. and ſeveral churches* 
belonging to Philippi, copies of this epiſtle 
being ſent to each, might, in a popular way 
of ſpeaking, be called Thus 
St. Paul agſred ef tbe bigb- pries letters to 
Damaſcus, Acts 1x. 2. probably he 
wanted only different copies of one the 
ſame letter for different perſons, the buſineſs 
being the ſame: As we call d. fferent copies 
of a general letter ſent to different parts, cir- 
cular letters. So again, the apoſtles are ſaid, 
in our tranſlation, to have written /effers'to 
the brethren in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. 
Acts xv. 23. Though it was in ſubſtance but 
one letter, which t ey wrote, and is expreſſy 
ſo called in ſome copies. Hence decrees — | 
ſaid to be ordained of the apoſtles at Ledde 

lem, ch. xvi. 4. though it is well known, 
that but one S wh was ordained by them; 


which became more only by being multiplied 


into ſeveral —— This is to me 2 moſt 
probable account this expreſſion of P 
ws; 6 though that of others would —— 

e for my argument. See Han on 
Phil. 1. 1. 

The epiſtle to the Galatians was not inſcribed 
to any one church; but unto the churches of the 
whole province of Galatia ; as St. Jerom on the 
place remarks ; each of which therefore requi- 


a Thus we find they are called 


by an antient writer — 


EA, eee; —— The churches of the Philippians ſalute 
red 


= I epiſt. ad Tarſens. 


into Greek by St. Luke, whoſe ſtile in the A. 
it reſembles. There muſt therefore have been 
PE 


"The g of James is addreſſad 1. 
the twelve tribes — abroad, undoubtedly 
ut all the countries into which they ever 
had been ſcattered, that is, a, Babylon, 
Egypt, and moſt other parts of the known 
world, into which they had at times been car- 
captive, or removed of their own accord. 


ifſuing out a number of authentic copies 
from eruſalem ſuppoſe, of which city St. James 
was Biſhop, as from the center? By which 
means they would likewiſe have the better aſſi- 
rance of its a St. Peter's firſt epiſtle 
was, like St. Tamer s, directed to the 5 ews of 


the diſperſion ; — 2 


a ib, cap. 38. lib, 6. cap. 14- * 
tbroughout 


[x5 


and Bithnis and required the | 


— — Tertius, we know, 


I fall here fubjoin Dr. 2677s concelſion, with regard to 
this matter, in u place where he is — = 762 he 
the archetypal copies of the 

Epiftolarum ems fadem crot — — — 
alto of ext Forum numer; numerim tccleflarum bomi. 
numee ad pros miſſes ſueraxt fitrre,' parum extefſt+ 
rit : pays aa aram /uffecerint 1 ad 

ovincie uaias plurizmue chriftianss ſcriptarum terna, 
bh Arta uno AY aut £2” — pert 4 diftantiae am- 
bituſq#e regioniem por — quibus communicande. 
forvgt) = Quad axtors ds piflis nates, idem & ds Apoc 


dium velim ; cujus, preeter archetypa ipla ad Aſiæ ec 
fav tmiſſa, peuca au exemplaria — rerfiil of 
Proleg. p. 28, 29. | 

This is granting ing fall as much as I defire, | 


b See Gal. vi,u. Philem, 19. 
c 2 T. 111. 77. . 
wrote 


1261 
wrote for him; ſo did — — 
bly ſeveral others. 

I ſhall only add a gener. neee 
two on the books of the old teſtament. The 
Hebrew and Samaritan Pentateuch are gene- 
rally looked upon as authentic coun 
of the ſame original: And the Septuagint 
verſion may be derived from another counter- 
part. Some ſuppoſe, many copies of the Pen- 
tateuch were taken, from the original in the 
hand-writing of Mſeſes, from time to time, 
under the inſpection of the high - prieſt, or 
ſome prophet. Theſe therefore — be 
deemed as a kind of ſecond ori ginals, or au- 
thentic copies. Ezra is fa fee to have re- 
viſed and corrected all the books of the old 
teſtament, which had been written down''to 
his time; to have added in ſeveral of 
them, what appeared neceſſary for the illui- 
trating, connecting, and completing of them: 
and to have ſettled the canon ſcripture. 
As he was an inf —— writer bimſelf, and 
undoubtedly afſifted —— Holy Spirit i in this 
work, his copy of t 5 m yr Solty 
be looked upon as a ſecond orig 
Theſe inſtances' may be "ſufficient to con- 
vince us, that for the freer and wider com- 
munication of God's word, the greater ſecurity 
of the text, and the better preſervation of the 
whole contents of the ſeveral books of holy 
ſcripture, more > Originals than o one Were made 


a Rom. XVI. 22, 
A. See Dr. Kennicott's 2d Diſſert. p. 300. ; 
O 


+... 2&4 at. Fad 


f 


fectly correſpo 

with regard to the caſe of various readings, 

would ftill be all but as one ori 

That one uniform and copliſtent reading 
ed between the 


3 
tween them, as not to 
variation, in any the leaſt ; jot 
know not what end of divine provi 
would anſwer; nor doth it ſeem to have been 
the defign or method of providence in this caſe. 
12 e 
inſpiration gh, as to ſuppoſe 
err word and able immedily aeg by 
the Spirit of God. If this were 

ſecure the end and purpoſe of revelation, p 
would then be 7 n likewiſe, 
that every word and ſyllable of ev 

add to che fins 3 


time be no leſs * the ſame end, 2 


2 

the providence of God ſhould continue to ſecure 
every copy of them likewiſe from every the leaſt 
variation : But this, we khow, hath not been 
done: We can therefore draw no foch”” con- 
cluſion with regard to the other. | 

But if ĩt were ſufficient to anſwer all the ends 
of the inſpiration of ſerip „ that only the 
ſenſe and ce of it ſhould be dictated 
the Holy Spirit; and that the writers fhou 
be ſecured from miſtake in —_— effential 
matters, relative to ecy, doctrine, 
cept, hiſtory, or 1 0 that they m Fi 
terwards be left to themſelves — to the 
ſtile and manner of expreflion— to their — 
care and accuracy in writing; the caſe would 
then de very dit nt. As long as they were 
ſecured from all material errors, they might in 
leſſer matters, either with, or without defign, 
vary ſometimes from themſelves, as well as 
they to'do from each other. For in this 
divines have obſerved, that in'relating 
the diſcourſes of Chriſt, for inſtance, the eran- 


gꝑeliſts are far from agreeing in the 
Er — thooph chey do age 
in the ſubſtance of the diſcourſes. * * — 
* therefore, as a great prelate * juſtly remarks 

„St. Licke differs from St. Matt * — 
% hat our Saviour ſaid, it is i 
* ſhould both relate it literally ri , 2 


4 Arch-Bp Tig, 44 66 3 6. See Uwi 

Dapin's canon of ſeript. b. 1 ſet. 6. and Gra, war, 

%, whe honeys. — is by gocent com 
Cala this abject; — 


9:13 « very 


que verbis nos. de 
4 verbis 


this teſpect, they had the fame latitude 


129 


words and, forms of expreſſi 
y both relate it xi * the ſeals though 
N Gould c. in impair the credit 


of the. divine. writers,, All cavils of this ki 
cannot be better refuted than in the words 
St. 2 44. bujuſmods evangeli/tarum locuti- 
fee gx cone 2 7 Nr util ffi 
= — — in caguſ- 
— * 1 
cui debent verba 2 nec mentiri guenguam, 
t guid ille voluerit, cujus 
verba non dicit: Neque miſeri aucupes vocum 
apicibus quodam mada literarum putent ligan- 
dam eſſe veritatem ; cum utique nom in verbis 
tantum, ſed 277 x crit onmbys us anima- 
rum, nom fi 17. ie animus ingui 
therefore it ſeems evident, 8 the 
inſpired writers were under no direction, or re- 
ſtrait, with regard to ſtile, or compoſition ; 
that their words were their vs And and that, in 


| 1 1 
berty with other authors. 

Now, if a ſacred writer, in EY a copy 
for authentication, ſhould obſerve an inyolun- 
tary flip or overlight, ſo. inconfiderable, ay not 
to think it on eee ny elſe would 

ume to 1ay it derogate om 1 
oy the text? If in tranſcribing himſelf, 
ſhould omit, „ 
quence, uſe one ſynonymous term for another, 
or alter the form of an cxpretſion,* provided it 


a D. Avg. de conſenſu evang. l. 2. e. 28. e 
b Not of the — — be of thels 
Kinds. C 2 expreſſed 


[ 20 
expreſſed his own ſenſe as well, which were 
beft known to himſelf, would he not have a 
right to do it? And where would be the detri- 
ment? Nay I ſee not why he might not do 
more — why he might vol hive the ey 
ſtill n of God's Ho ly Spir, 
of making more conſiderable — or 
additions to his own works, as ncies might 
ariſe, and as he ſaw occaſion that required it, 
in common with all other authors. As much 
as this, and more, hath been ſuppoſed, to ac- 
count for difficulties in ſcripture, otherwiſe 
t unſurmountable. * | 
But I ſhould not have advanced thus 8 
were it not that I think I ſee clearly ſome in- 
ſtances of additions made by the ſacred writers 
to their own books, after the firſt publication 
of them, 

I ſhall point out ſome pretty conſiderable 
ones, as I apprehend them to be; two of which 
are in the ſame book; namely, in the goſpel 


8 


edition, correied by 
in fo parallel places of ſcripture. As particu- 
y thoſe which at ta appear between Devid's ſong of 
thankſgiving, as we have it in 2 Sam, xx11. and as it is Riven 
us in R xvii. it is needleſs to have recourſe to 
ſuch a ſuppoſition here, as we are aſſured many of theſe diffe- 
rences are removed by the authority o of MSS, and I doubt 
but more will, both in this, and other the li : 
Yet we the notion itſelf of a ſecond edition, or two origi- 
— — . hn red 
to account for ties, t not 
otherwiſe, Sep Kennicort ib. p. 565, w 581 


. j ' 
912 The 


„ Gets Ao Brom 


The firſt is that entire 


ated at all in the affair, they 
a fair pretence to accuſe him, being a private 


. 

paſſage concerning the 
NT Re of which my text is 
and which I now come to conſider: 
omiſſion of which in ſome copies and ver- 
fions, and the inſertion of it in others, may 
eaſily be accounted for, on ſuppoſitian of two 
originals, made at different red, or two diffe- 
rent publications of this goſ 
This woman was brought before Chriſt by 
his enemies, who daily lay in wait to deſtroy 
him, accuſed of a crime, which they knew 
was ſo deteſtable to him, and ſo contrary to 

his doctrine; that they doubted not his pro- 
nouncing a ſentence of death againſt it, agree- 
ably to the law of Moſes in that behalf; of which 
they failed not to remind him. And had he 
ated in the manner they ex or indeed 
would have had 


, of uſurping the right of the civil ma- 


giſtrate. But Jeſus, well knowing he was not 


inveſted with any legal authority for this 

e, would not aſſume a power which di 

long to him; notwithſtanding the oi 
ſeemed to demand it: And knowing the accu- 
ſers to be no leſs guilty than the accuſed, 
divine wiſdom found means to extricate himſe 
out of the ſnare laid for him; to baffle. and 
confound his enemies; and at the ſame time to 


carry on his work of calling ſinners to repent- 
' ance. For though he had not power to con- 


demn to a temporal death ; he had power to do 
More, what was more godlike, and was his 
meat 


L 22 

. and drink to do to 1. from death Ster- 
He who would not break the bruiſed reed, 

— quench the [moaki 774 x, treated this offen- 

der, in a manner ſo ent from that of her 

malicious accuſers; with ſo much mildneſs and 


compaſſion ; and diſmiſſed her with ſuch an af- 
fecting exhortation to repentance, as might have 
been effectual to her converſion, "By the farther 
aids of Chriſt's grace, ſhe might have become 
bis diſciple ; have loved in as pap as the 

had been fergiven; and prov eminent for 


a Luke vii. 47. There is 4 in St. Chryfyfom, which 
confirms this conjeQure ; whach I ſhall here lay down, 
that the reader may the more readily jud of what I have to 
obſerve upon it. Nogray — v 16 — #70 „hn, -N 
ere, xay hen, way 7o5 v5.ve 7Wv Tus 
neun, mere, Se vpn; eee TH bv #3, 
Chry/off. Hom. 60. in Joan. Some have ht that the wo- 
man taken in adultery, John viii. is here alluded to: But 
is more y underſtood of the woman men- 
1 4e VII. 36. of whom it ſeems more deſcriptive, 
There is certainly no intimation in Jobs vin. of that woman's 
as foet with her tears? Nor, on the other 


we have in both places: le 
hortation to v111. 11. ſome time after came 
behind bim in of it, and bathed his feet with her 
tears, avifing them Bt bo Rate hiffing them, and ancinting them 
with ointment. Luke wi. 38. Which being exprefiive 'of ber 
faith in him, as well as of her tance, our Saviour, v. 48, 
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; who, thus their —. 
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tery. Our evangeliſt therefore, whether he exer 
1 ſpurious. goſpel, or not; (which yet 


| her crime, revive the memory of it, and furniſh 


4 
25 


7 J 


was 
be 
: 


E 


oy 
Qa 


: 
q 
DS 


4 
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Ft 


| might, as it had been extant long be- 
fore,) however, if he only heard the report, 
ight think fit to inſert, in its proper place, 
the true ſimple hiſtory of this matter; not only ' 
in vindication of the woman's character, what 
was.not ſo bad, as it was ſaid to be; but much 


more ſo, of his Lord's honour,” to free him 
"a As the reaſon, why Chriſt's raiſing of Lazarss is 


mentioned by any of the three former cvangelifts, is the 
to be, leſt Red he being living when they wrote their 

24 nocoraing of rhie mnjracke maight rovoke the malice of the 
un againſt him, to put him to death: So why might not 
liſts, omit this of 
he ſhould ing 
enemies 


r 
the woman, during her life time, | 


with a handle for reviling her with it? 
b Euſeb. hiſt. ecel. I. 3. c. 39. * 4 
| fron 
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text 
— . —.— 
| diſſi i 
— iow njectures, 
32 e 
ous a fu - 
preſumptuous : 
n. 


amben fthnoe, dat speed eben 
a great a 
copyiſts rom ral pon 
— 
. | : 
of 


Taraf 


a 


particulars; 
the analogy of faith 


this ſuppoſition. is at leaſt 
of this uſe, to account for a" paſſage, which 


otherwiſc is attended with a good deal of 


other hand, this 


not ſuch 


On te 


per- 


bern Of 


5 II. 
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Cas 5 
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this it may be objected. that St.“ 


it 


le account of it is that which is 
opened} ons gd oor 


. 7 — . 
. #7 
F 
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had i 
E. 
in ſame copies ; that what Chriſt wrote, were the fins of each 


of the woman's accuſers ; which, how atfhiigel i was to tals 
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an interpo 


do 
| Them 


— —— . — — —ͥ— —— — 


— S—____ 


| 2 2 — — > 2 IEEE 2 


411 
12124471 


In 


0 


[ #7 ] : 
gal In anſwer: to this i it may ſuffice to obſerve i in 
is. goſpel before his banfſhenent to Parma; yet 
that he was baniſhed thither by: Domitian, is 
— TD 4 3 it is the maſt 
— book of Revelation, which incon- 


teſtably prove, as perhaps ſome time or other 
may be ſhewn, that he was baniſhed thither 


Nero, agreeably to the opinion of ſome, 
"dates 


antient and modern — That 
of this goſpel in the year, thirty twoz 


the 
from Chriſt's aſcenſion ; with which the dates 


of ſeveral antient MSS agree: And this falls in 
with Nero's reign, while St. Jabn was at Pat 
mos; Where ſome think he wrote it;' and where 
he had excellent leiſure for it — That as his in- 
tent in writing it was twofold : 1. In 
to the hereſy of Cerintbus: And 2. As a ff 
ment to the other goſpels: So the other goſ 
had been written, and Cerinthus had 
his hereſy, a ſufficient time before . 
to make it nfm 
that it is ſaid St. lived ah 

after his return — — 
he might well do, if he returned at the end of 
Nero's reign ; but not, if at the end of Dam 
tian's, without e his life to an incredible 
length ; that would ſuit my argument 
full as well —that ſore other circurnſtances are 


„ en en d, gh Sir 7. Mees on the 


— though there are better reaſons for this on, 
than which he hath given. 1 1 


b Prem. in Matt. 2 ) 
e V. Mill ad calcem hajus evang. ed. Kufter. rela- 


- > 4, ee-24. M$: F ores 
— — o — o - a * 2 —_— — — 


the firſt writing of this goſpel, I think will ap- 


il 
of 
af. 
. 
1 
4 
E 
* 0 


-<ngp beble,- it 
before the death of St. Peter, whois 


to have ſuffercd under Nerv, about 
the year 68, and who certainly died before the 
deſtruction of That he was living at 


from what I am to offer 
the laſt chapter of it, which I apprehend to be 
an additional one, upon a ſ ublication. 
The xxth chapter concludes with theſe words 
othey figns 


| the Chriſt, the 
fon of God ond tht bel ye might e uf 


his name, - 


This hath all the appearance of a concluſion, 
Accordmgly it is called by Tertullian, cin 
evangelit ;* the ſentence of the w 


. — Whence it ſhould ſeem to have 
IAG Pr oe 


2 Lib, adv. Praxcam, 
b Dr. Mil! infers, that 


Chapter treats. But this may, on much better 
counted for, —— 
Exming this matter, : 


[ 29] 
ion; tat the evangelift did conchads his gofpd 
here; and that the chapter was added 
by the church of „out of his memoirg.. 
His only | t for this ion is, that 
v. 24. there is a of perſon and number: 
Wi ir the diſciple whreh teſiſetb of theſe things, 
and wrote thefe things ; and we know that bis U 
imm is true. This is u to the boldneſt 
of Grottur's conjectures : Though I muſt needs 
be ſo far of his as to think, that the 

is . -But I conceive t 


to ſ ; that it was add - 
ed by St. John himſelf.” If we look into this 
chapter, ä ſhew us the rea- 
for, why it was not pro I it ſo early 
as the reſt of this — . ve ſuppoſed to 
have been. —— — 
of our Lord's co ing the kind 
and manner of St. Peter's death; with an inti- 
mation in the four following verſes, that St. 
John ſhould not die, till after Chriſt's 
to the deſtruction of Jernſalem. Now if 
predictions had been publiſhed before thoſe 
events, it might have excited their enemies to 
do all they could to fruſtrate their accompliſh- 
ment. But St. Jobn having not only ſurvived 
thoſe other events, but moreover lived to an 
extreme old age, the rumour which went abroad 
| among the brethren, thar that diſciple ſhould not 
die v. 23, began now to gain the greater credit? 
And to how great a height it aroſe, may be 
conjeQured, 


T4) 


conjectured, from. its 
by . for ſome ages even 

To me ore. jt 
the principal delign of this w hole chapter, which 
i a relation of what 
view with Chriſt after his reſurrection, was. to 


to be- believed 
his death. 


introduce this diſcourſe about St. John's ſutvin 


val, and to undeceive the church concerning 


the meaning of it; Which, as he himſelf. c 
neee | 


ments upon it, did not ſigniſie, 
K ee 
mbar 15 that to thee ? Intimating, 
exemption from: death, had reſpe& 
of Chriſt, which was _ «i Fo 
this the evangeliſt immediately ſubjoins his own 
atteſtation and ſubſcription —This is the diſciple, 
mich teſtifieth of. * things and wrote. theſe 
things, v. 24. It is therefore contradicting him 
to his face, to ſay, > written by 
any. other. As for the change of number in 
follows, we know that his dee is true; 
the very ſame kind of expreſſion, may be ſeen 
in his third epiſtle, v. 11. V alſo bear record, 
| . 
«tis, Ae, we know, that our record is true, 
As the evangeliſt, | in the concluſion of the 
former Chapter, cautioned the church againſt 
N his goſpel to be a complete narrative 
of and miracles of our bleſſed Saviour; 
Gow ling einen. .s «-fapp lement to the 


other goſpels: 80, in the concluſion of this 
a n Sex Riſhop Sherlsc"s arm. on Jobs x. 30, 31. vol. i. 
Die. 9. laſt 


appears very clearly, that 


paſſed, at only one inter- 


— — — _ ein Mi. 18 * 
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1 
| we” 
© * 


fu 1 


| laſt chapter, be fuibjoins a like caution ; OY 


notwithſtariding” this” addition; it was fin f 
from being a conſummate hiſtory of the man 5 
wonderful works, which our Saviour did, w 
were not to be contained in fo ſcanty a volume? 
Inſomuch, that as he was continually 
about doin good, and working the wor 
him that ' ſent him, the whole world would 
{ carce contain a recital of them. 3 

7 ſhall only obſerve farther, that this chapter 
is not wanting in any copy now extant, except- 
ing one; for a very obvious reaſon: Becauſe 
there was room for it at the end of any original, 

or other copies, that had it not before ; which 
is very different from the caſe of the fuppoſ 
addition in the eighth chapter; which thete 
was not room to inſert in the body of original, 
F | 

Here is another 'preſl proof, in the 
ame book, which AN umption (tilf 
ſtronger, of two originals, wi > coaſiderebIs 
variation between them, confiſting of the dif- 
ference of a whole chapter ; which yet makes 
no difference, with to any one point 
of faith ; and which, if it had weer appeared! 


would not have derogated from the perfection 
of ſcripture, as a rule of faith and manners; 
though now it adds to it, and makes a very 
valuable part of our Saviour's hiſtory, 

I ſhall juſt point out two or three inſtances 


like additions, at the ends of other 
. we earned omnia deſunt in Pariſ. 
books, 


more of 


6. Mill. in verſ. 2. 
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eee ee 
laſt verſes of St. Mark's goſpel, in 
pics; and their being LL, 
Greeks, as we are aſſured b 
e 2 


ubjoining to it the three verſes, 
which * at the end of 2 


congregation, inthe articular copy ſent to them: 
Others in another, ſent to the cbriſtians. of a 
different diſtri, . And ſo, of the reſt ; which 
being all, of equal ——— were ON to- 


vide Mill. in loc. . 
IST EE is wt 27296 a6 8 
Dr. 26 with ſows aha pode the lajer pur; of 
r w u 
iſtle written at different * that the apoſtle at fr 
his ep aste d times — tat adding the three 
laſt verſes of the xv. Then reſuming his argument, that 
rote to the 21/ verſe of the xv1/ chapter, where he 
again: And at length, that he, and Tertizs, ſub- 
remainder to the 20 verſe incluſiely 
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gest ub of c the Hebrew M8 
sc from whic | there is Nen Wen 
pet much new light; OT ET 
Fe in ee, view may Pere an 
every fide ; unknown readings _ 
haye room to aſſert their clam * 
nn y atiſe, clin; and kg 
Cleared u TINGS, WINERY 
eater cr: tt rc, v.26 0 


To the f. brought to 
«9d Moftrate D by open) 19 


different © the ſane books, 1 ſhall 
 fubjoin an +. rh Ser re Wo of 
{cri in in favour 
pa Sa Wig we fo find” pofi if, 
what amounts to the dug 
what hach been Here 2 1 "hb if 15 


Ge aer und op rev, more thari 


3 aces of ſer with ſome 
ſfference in ulars; I old fain know 
9 alfel fails between this, as far as 


of che fame Book; 
Fe in ler pe he Non the princi- 
facts relating to our Saviour's hiſtory ; his 
miracles, and diſcourſes ; his Hife, death; and 
—_— are recorded by four different hiſ: 
in ſabſtance, but varying in 
en e Lord's prayer' is recorded 
twice, with ſoine variety of expreſſion, and an 
addition of the i in the one place, 'which 
not in the other. Almoſt all St. Fude's epiftle 
taken out of the ſecond of St. Peter; ag" St. 
Peter hath taken ſome things from 8. Paul, 


S2 25 


M eee e tha edt Re Be eb RR 


Güvered the commandinents of the two 


twice to Moſes; fo hath Moſes recorded 
twice, with, fome. ere rm) Fur! 
not only the the moral, but many of the judicial 
and eee ang ary rs once 
Deuteronomy, as the word implies, confifts 
ou ex neon of ao rev of tom, | 
Many of the hiſtorical. parts 

condo e The ud Books of 
for the moſt part, . recitals of hiſtories cc 
elſewhere, They and other. books, . 
refer to each other, as well as to ſame in 10 
books, not naw extant, pe oy EP We 
eee pe tare and forme 
E ee d teſtament ;, as well 
as we necſſar they are quoted 
of the old, in to, "And tg doe | 
and precepts are often 1 an, e 


1 


ſeveral pa rts of the 'wh 
ſeldom in 47 ſame words. 


W 


IE 
| from this argument, if it is not allowed to be 
deciſive in its favour. With if: 7 


Treat truths, and interſperſing them throughout 
ſcriptures, hath undoubtedly proved a moſt 
of providence to 


all other proper means 


1 
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were uſed, to make them, and the ocher 
ferip tures ſtill more extenſively. known. 
„This hypotheſis ſerves to account 


| fot ſe diſbculttes not otherwiſe ſurmount- 


able. It hath often been obſerved, that the 
beſt method of 3 — is 


4. 2 Be reuſe of which girl ined. 


we have. lately had” 4 very remarkable wy 
The worthies of David having been recorded 
as COT both 

ich the liſts were imperfect, by comparin 
them-together, both have been hors _ 
leted; h ſtill varying in ſome meaſure 
each other. * This is a fignal illuſtration 
of the uſe and benefit of two counter- parts, 
for ſupplying the defects of each other. On 


the ſame principle, copies both of ſacred and 


profane writings are known to have been often 
uſed with ſucceſs for. the ſame purpoſe, 
omiſſions, and other difficulties in ſome copies 
havin been tupplicd; TAN 1 by the help 


of 

Two otiginals Aker ah furely bot al- 
lowed to anſwer the ſame end. It is true, we 
are obliged to have recourſe to ſuppoſition to 
fupply the want of one of them: But why 
may not we avail ourſelves of that ient, 
when the ſuppoſition alone accounts for diffi- 
een otherwiſe to? be pebunted for ? 


e Kai's en Danse. 


In 


1 

In this caſe; the ſuppoſition verifies itſelf, 1 
ſtands in the place of an original. This, I 
hope, hath been ſeen from the inſtances which 
have been produced in illuſtration of this ar- 
gument. Theſe inſtances, it may be ſaid, | 

all but of one kind — of additions appel 
4 be in one original, and not in the other, 
But admitting variations of one kind, we, by 
a parity of reaſon, ſtill under reſtriction of 
conformity to the tenour of {cripture in gene- 
ral, muſt admit thoſe of other kinds; eſpe - 
cially conſidering the variety of expreſſion in 
every kind, with which the ſame things. are 
delivered in different parts of ſcripture. But 
the inſtances given are not merely of one 


kind ; for it was obſeryed above, that thoſe . 
relating to the latter of the epiſtle to the 
Romans are of a peculiar kind, different from 


the reſt. 6 | 
Buy the help of two or three on rules, 
which will be laid down preſen 4 moſt of 
the leſſer variations may, on this hypotheſis, 
be accounted for, and reconciled ; without 
having recourſe to any of thoſe numerous ca- 
nons, which have been invented for this pur- 
poſe ; moſt, of which will be found ulcleſs 
and inſignificant; and without attending to 
all thoſe minutiæ of various readings and cri- 
ticiſms, which tend more to 


elucidate the text, and the futility of which 
is ſo obſerveable. | 


birdy. 
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- Thirdy, This. hypotheſis may ferve to rea 
move men's prejudices concerning, and weaken 
the force obſection taken from, the 


great — of various readings ; - though 
their number is not really ſellened: by it. 

The various readings may be diſtinguiſhed 
11 Boch as do not alter the ſenſe e dhe 
text received at preſent — Such as do alte 
it, but yet not for the worſe — And ſuch = 
do alter it, and for the worſe 

Now this hypotheſis affords a foundation 
for admitting all of the two former ſorts into 
the text, and rejecting the laſt ſort only 5 
which, upon compariſon, will appear to be 
very inconſiderable for their number; and 
much more ſo for their weight. Becauſe, be- 
ing corruptions, they will ea be diſcovered 
as ſuch, and treated accordingly. - | 

With regard to ſuch various readings, as do 
not alter the ſenſe, 'or not alter it for the 
worle they may all have proceeded from 

originals ; and therefore may all be admitted: 
FR: none of them are haſtily to be re- 
Notwithſtanding, a preference may 
to be due to the one' reading before 
other; in which every man = at * 


rehenſion, 1 e 
myſelf once for all, chat IK. of 
more readings than one into A 
more than one ſhould be received into the body of the prin 
text, which ſhould be left to ſtand as it is: But that every 
other approved reading ſhould be admitted as rquivalen to 


berty 
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 0r collaceral with it. 
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learned man at preſent do > wing 
This only gives the greater fndion o chat 


Fourthhy, This 2 ſerves, in ſome 
ſenſe, to enlarge the preſent text, and make 
it much more comprehenſive. For whereas; 
if only one be ſuppoſed to be true, 
the text muſt be confined to that one: So, if 
more readings may each be true, and conſiſ- 
tent with other, the text, in this extend- 
ed view of it, will include them all. A learn- 
ed critic, than whom, none underſtood. this 
matter better, obſerves, ** that the real text 
 * of the ſacred writings, does not now, ſince 
* the originals have been ſo long loſt, lie in 
« any fingle MS or edition ; but is rled 
« jin them all.“ As therefore, on the 
ſition of ſingle originals, learned men thought 
themſelves at liberty to pick out of the ſeve- 
ral copies and editions, all the beſt readings, 
which they could pitch upon, for the true 
text: So, I preſume, may we, on the ſup- 
poſition of ſeveral originals, have an equal 
right at leaſt, to take all the good readings, 
which we find throughout the whole, into 
the text. This will be a means of enriching 
this divine treaſure, and in ſome ſort adding 
to the ſtock of it: And though in reality, 
it neither addeth to, nor diminiſheth the 


Dr. Bearly's remarks on a diſcourſe of free-thinking. 
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word of God, as it ought not to do; yet it 
ng how to value e&very word. that may 

have proceeded out of bis mouth ; to give his 
word in its due comprehenſion; to 
look upon it, according to the pſalmiſt's cha- 
racter of it, as exceeding broad, pec ſo 
in this ſenſe ; and like 5 rio-edged fioor to 
which the apoſtle oompares it, cutting both 
ways, and taking in both ſenſes of an ambi- 
guous paſſage ; and ſo reconciling both; ac- 
cording to the fulneſs'of ſcripture-language, 
Lafily, Notwithſtanding the benefit accruing 
from the collation of MSS,.for the perfeQting; 
and aſcertaining the text in general, yet it miſt 
be confeſſed, that while the true text is 
ſuppoſed to be but one, and the ſeveral MSS 
turn out ſuch a number of various readings, 
which ſtand in competition for it, there is 
often great uncertainty which that one is. 
But in the view I would place the matter; 
this uncertainty is out of the queſtion ; at 
leaſt, may the better be diſpenſed with; = 
received text is ſuffered to continue in 
ſion, and in the ſame degree of cſichation 
as before; and all the other good readings 
do not ſtand in oppoſition to, but in con- 


2 with, and in ſome places, in aid and 


ſupport of it; as by their juxta poſition they 
mutually reflect a liphe on, and add 
ſtrength to each other. For all the various 
readings, which agree in one and the ſame 


ſen lc, do ſurely, greatly contens that ſenſe ; 


and 
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and even thoſe that differ, | each cen- 
veys a goad ſenſe, may 

be retained, ind cech nay abound in its own 
ſenſe; yet without interfering with, or im- 
pairing the credit of the other. 
| In this light, the variations in foripture, 
like thofe in muſic, will appear as improve- 
ments of it; and two'good copies, reſembling 
two well- tuned inſtruments in uniſon, will 
harmonize with each other, and make an 
agreeable variety: Nor is the harmony made 
worſe, when, like the other too, i indiveſfed 
with ſome diſcord. 

Thus every will have its due degree 
of regard. The ſound and genuine will be 
diſtinguiſhed from the baſe and corrupt: The 
former will have their ſterling value 
upon them, and be allowed their juſt weig 
and currency: N the latter only will be 
rejected as 1; 

Dr. Mill hath | offered emendations of Ste- 
pben's text, in upwards of two thouſand 
places : Stephen's text may notwithſtanding be 


a Si vero, 3 bemſiculnris, adbuc lefio dabia canegt, 
2 eflo cui udicium ; non enim pot md orgy 
i Dries, Chien bet elegeri; ; utraque 

Non dico, cum Morino, utramque authenticam eſſe po 

Halten proleg. 6. . var left; 

Vide etiam Morini exerc. bibl. 6. cap. 12. N. 4, 

I do rot ſee what principle e 1 

men could * two different readi ight both be au- 

thentic; other, that they might boch true, in the 

— — true, except upon that here advanced. 


J have had no opportunity of conſulting Meries: hümfelf. 
very 
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very retained 3 und Dr. 3Y's ee? 
dations may at the ſame time, perhaps no'leſk 
merit "i Het as 1 
tions; yet as good readings of the text : For 
the ur — confidered, as diffuſtd 
throughout ngs. 

In a word, 1 op ar + 
are ſuppoſed to be derived from ſome origin 
mil -67 this rode bo anneal > a 
conſequently every copy, verſion, and edition 
will be authenti too, in proportion to 
the goodneſs of them. Nor conceive 
what more can be defired; to what greater 
ee the text can be brought; or how 

t can be better aſcertained: For all attempts 
to aſcertain it, ſo as to reduce it to one fixt 
and invariable ſtandard, will be found vain 
and im ble; and on this ſuppoſition, 
not only needleſs, but diſadvantageous like- 


wiſe. 

I ſhall add one obſervation more, that, 
as it hath | alledged, and by ſome too 
readily that we receive the ſcriptures 
only on has authority — on the authority 
of the church, or ſtate : This carries our re- 
— x n of them to a higher principle, and 

l 


ves it into divine authority. 


| If what hath been ofered mey-in the leaf 
contribute to point out the true uſe of the 
various readings, raiſe their value, and improve 
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